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INTRODUCTION
Advances in technology have created many options in dental therapy. Implant therapy is becoming
widely used to improve patients’ oral function and make them satisfied. Clinicians are discovering

the anatomical relationship of implant and soft tissue with the limitations of implant therapy.

On the other hand, patients are demanding more beautiful smiles. Therefore, it is necessary to

consider the harmony of pink and white in esthetic and functional restorative therapy.
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A goal was to improve the gingival levels and harmonize with the coronal portion.

“In implant therapy for edentulous cases, it is difficult tc \recover esthetically when the lip line is high."

Key Points of Diagnosis and : : e : In implant therapy for edentu-
Things We Knov ino i P oy ; — lous cases, it is difficult to recover
esthetically when the lip line is
The position of central incisors is a point of A : high.’[h : : ; 7
reference that depends on front face assessment, 1 VE R ACI E S MI L E ES ‘etlc RIODIETS O RE R
vertical proportions, and lip-tooth relationship.? ; . sesin %mplant therapy include the
® decide the position of central incisors’ edge following:

for lip 0 e incorrect dental proportion
e change the position of upper molars for one LOW SMILE A C) /O e inverted smile line

Tooth-tooth of central incisors v HicH SMILE o rectangular teeth and long
QoHHI00 e set position of lower dentition to fit with up- ' ¢ { COTTCH
Tooth-pontic per one ]
¢ improve the gingival levels and harmonize
Pontic-pontic J . -
with the coronal portion.

- Tooth-implant

e incorrect tooth axis and zenith
position.

Implant-pontic
Implant-implant

Classification of predicted height of inferdental papillae. {
(Table adapted with permission.’) i

The percentages of different smile types (low smile 20%, average smile 69%, high smile 1%).2
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Case 2

The patient, a 22-year-old female, was very self-conscious about her appearance. She had many cavities and had
had orthodontic treatment, which failed. New treatment included extraction of all upper teeth except #16. The
oral surgeon placed seven implants in her upper jaw because she rejected a self-removable denture. The author
elevated the lower occlusal plane and set a denture with gingivae for the upper. The shape in the bottom of the
pontic is flat or convex, making it easier to keep clean. She now has an attractive smile.

The Esthetic Quadrant Concept
In view of the four points shown
in the Esthetic Quadrant Concept,
it is important to make artificial
gingivae to improve esthetics in
the following areas:

a. lip

b. hard, soft, and implant-surgi-

cal zone
C. restorative zone
d. visible zone.*

Case 1: Veneers' Natural Beauty
Veneers provide natural-looking
beauty. Pink in normal soft tissue
enhances beauty. The shape of
the teeth depends on the level of
dental papillae.

Veneers provide natural-looking beauty (teeth restored: #6, #7, #8, #10, #n).

New treatment included extraction of all upper teeth except #16.
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Case 3
The patient, a 50-year-old female, had
been unhappy with the appearance
of her smile for several years.
She presented with periodontitis
and cavities. Treatment included
extraction of all teeth. An oral surgeon
performed a sinus lift and placed nine
implants in the upper jaw. The author
looked for stable position because the
mandibular position was imbalanced.
Then the oral surgeon placed eight
implants in the lower jaw. Thanks to
the full-mouth implant restoration,
the patient now has a brilliant smile.

Setting provisional restorations
with gingivae can harmonize the
shade of pink with the lips.

Note the artistic
gingivae.
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Case 4

The author diagnosed whether the 31-year-old patient’s
teeth were good or failing after the patient had a primary
treatment for aggressive periodontitis. The author
extracted all failing teeth and an oral surgeon placed four
implants in the upper jaw. An orthodontist moved teeth
to decide the incisal position. After that was completed,
the oral surgeon placed eight implants in the patient’s
lower jaw. Making artificial gingivae was necessary to
improve the overall outcome and esthetics.

Making artificial gingivae was necessary to improve the overall
outcome and esthetics.
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